Antibiotic resistance in the tropics. 3. Medical responsibilities of the pharmaceutical industry with respect to use of antibiotics in the tropics.
The pharmaceutical industry has three major medical responsibilities: the efficacy and safety of its products, the accuracy of the statements it makes about them, and the provision to governments and health workers of full and proper information concerning these products. The development of new antibiotics is very costly, and their provision to Third World countries alone can never be financially rewarding; furthermore, only about 20% of world-wide pharmaceutical sales are to Third World countries. The industry's interest in developing drugs for exclusive or major use in such countries is declining. However, support from industry for the World Health Organization's action programme on essential drugs is growing, and this should help to provide drugs more cheaply to the poorer countries of the world.